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education is the monotonous drudgery of teaching con-
tinually what no one wants to learn Before the \Var,
the President of the British Association complained
that education was uninteresting alike to pupils, teachers
and parents That is why we are always learning and
never knowing, and why teachers exert themselves to
invent a ' Play Way,' why handicrafts, ' Eurhythmies '
and the like are ofiered, not as adjuncts to, but as sub-
stitutes for, education, why our Public Schools are
exhorted to change their ways and our lesser private
schools aie thieatened with extinction

And with all this the intelligence and devotion, the
enthusiasm and self-sacnficing zeal of teachers generally
is ama7ing They realise that education is, not merely
an interest, but a passion, and this is true not only of
the heads and the staffs of great schools but of those
hundreds of little private schools scattered over the
country

We have all heard of *' the two Miss Prettymans, who
kept a girls' school at Silverbndge Two more benignant
ladies than the Miss Prettymans never presided over
such an establishment" As for Miss Annabella Pretty-
man, the elder, " it was considered that she did
all the thinking, that she knew more than any other
woman in Barsetshire, and that all the Prettyman schemes
for education emanated from her mind It was said,
too, by those who knew them best, that her sister's good-
nature was as nothing to hers, that she was the most
charitable, the most loving, the most conscientious o!
schoolmistresses " To be sure Miss Ann, the younger
sister, knew more about Roman History and Roman I^aw
than about current history and Bnghsh I<aw, but what
would you have ?

Here was a type of school with which Trollope was
familiar generations ago, and perhaps it would not be hard
to find such another school in every l Sflverbridge' of